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H I S T O R Y  /  A M E R I C A N  W E S T  /  M I G R A T I O N

jean johnson

grit
gold

The DeaTh Valley 
Jayhawkers of 1849

jean johnson

and

The captivating true adventure of the  
Death Valley Jayhawkers’ quest for gold

Grit and Gold
The Death Valley Jayhawkers of 1849

JEAN JOHNSON

“Jean Johnson draws together a variety of sources of information into 
a coherent account of the journey. She has also correlated written 

documents with on-the-ground observations over the route of travel of 
the young men. In the many years she has been working in this field, 
she has uncovered a great deal of previously unknown information.”

—Judy Palmer, emerita, Stanford University

No other western story is more famous than the Donner Party’s ill-fated  
journey through the Sierra Nevada. But three years later and several hun-
dred miles south, another group faced a similar situation just as perilous. 
Scrupulously researched and documented, Grit and Gold tells the story of 
the Death Valley Jayhawkers of 1849 and the young men who traveled by 
wagon and foot from Illinois to the California gold rush. The Jayhawkers’ 
journey took them through the then uncharted and unnamed hottest, driest, 
lowest spot in the continent—now aptly known as Death Valley.

After leaving Salt Lake City to break a road south to the Pacific coast 
that would eliminate crossing the snowy Sierra Nevada, the party veered 
off the Old Spanish Trail in southern Utah to follow a mountaineer’s map 
portraying a bogus trail that claimed to cut months and hundreds of miles 
off their route to the gold country. With winter coming, however, they found 
themselves hopelessly lost in the mountains and dry valleys of southern 
Nevada and California. Abandoning everything but the shirts on their backs 
and the few oxen that became their pitiful meals, they turned their dreams  
of gold into hopes of survival.

Utilizing William Lorton’s 1849 diary of the trek from Illinois to southern 
Utah, the reminiscences of the Jayhawkers themselves, the keen memory 
of famed pioneer William Lewis Manly, and the almost daily diary of Sheldon 
Young, Johnson paints a lively but accurate portrait of guts, grit, and 
determination.

Jean Johnson is the coauthor of several books, including Escape from Death 
Valley. She has spent more than forty years researching the early history of Death 
Valley National Park, and served on the board of directors of the Death Valley 
’49ers Inc.

december
416 pages • 7 x 10 • 85 b/w photographs
cloth 978-1-943859-77-1
e-book 978-1-943859-78-8
$34.95
Wilbur S. Shepperson Series in Nevada History

Of related interest
The Powell Expedition • From California’s Gold Fields 
to the Mendocino Coast



“Flanigan sheds light on 
a key building block of 
what’s next in America—
an ethnic community 
where a work ethic 
born of reconstruction 
in their homeland 
has combined with a 
reverence for education 
and access to capital 
forged amid a diaspora. 
The result has been a 
powerful effect across 
the United States.”

—Jerry Sullivan, editor,  
Los Angeles Business Journal
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“Korean Americans like my parents left their country 
behind to pursue a dream . . . not just for themselves but 
for their children. This terrific book by Jim Flanigan lifts 
up our community’s dreams, as well as our challenges, 
and embeds them squarely into the story of America.”

—Sam Yoon, Executive Director, Council of Korean Americans

Co
ur

te
sy

 o
f K

or
ea

n 
Ai

r

iS
to

ck
 / 

gi
nt

on



unpress.nevada.edu  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N E V A D A  P R E S S     3

JAMES FL ANIGAN

Portraits of a Successful 
Immigrant Community

THE 
KOREAN-
AMERICAN 
DREAM 

C U R R E N T  A F F A I R S  /  B U S I N E S S  /  C A L I F O R N I A  /  E T H N I C  S T U D I E S

Internationally renowned and award-winning 
journalist delivers a sophisticated and in-depth 

portrait of Korean Americans in Los Angeles

The Korean-American Dream
Portraits of a Successful Immigrant Community

JAMES FLANIGAN

“A timely, compelling book about one of the most inspiring American 
immigrant success stories ever. Korean newcomers to our shores 

have contributed mightily to the economic vibrancy of every area—
most especially Los Angeles—where they have put down roots.”

—Steve Forbes, Chairman & Editor-in-Chief, Forbes Media

Chairman Yang Ho Cho, head of Korean Air and Hanjin, talks of Los Angeles 
as a “microcosm of the United States—a land built of immigrants who want to 
do one thing: improve their lives.” In The Korean-American Dream, distin-
guished business journalist James Flanigan uncovers the struggles and 
con tributions of the people who have made Los Angeles the largest Korean 
city outside of Seoul. This intimate account illustrates how Korean immigrants 
have preserved their culture and history while adapting to the American cul-
ture of e pluribus unum, the radical promise of “out of many, one.” Flanigan 
shows how Los Angeles emerged as a capital of the Asia-Pacific region.

At less than two million, Korean Americans are a relatively small group 
compared to new Americans from China, the Philippines, and India. But 
with energy and drive, they are building landmarks in New York as well as 
Los Angeles, lobbying for causes in Washington, founding businesses, head-
ing universities and hospitals, and holding public office in all parts of the 
United States. Flanigan’s compelling narrative, told largely through personal 
interviews, provides a front-row seat to the economic, business, and cultural 
developments of the Korean American community. At a time of spirited 
debate about immigration, their energy and ambition serve as a ringing 
reminder of the promise of the American mosaic.

James Flanigan, a business columnist for more than fifty years, has covered 
national and international business and economics for the Los Angeles Times, 
New York Times, and other publications. Over nearly two decades with Forbes 
Magazine, he served as bureau chief in Washington, Los Angeles, London, and 
Houston, before becoming assistant managing editor in New York. His work has 
won numerous awards, including the Gerald Loeb Lifetime Achievement Award for 
Distinguished Business and Financial Journalism and the John Hancock Award for 
Excellence in Business Journalism. He currently lives in Southern California.

october
168 pages • 5.5 x 8.5 • 8 b/w photographs
paper 978-1-943859-85-6
e-book 978-1-943859-86-3
$22.95

Of related interest
Earning Power



“An engaging, accessi-

ble, beautifully written 

cele bration of our frayed 

relationship with the 

more-than-human world 

and the animals who are 

our kin . . . Julia Corbett 

explores the richness of 

nearby nature, reminding 

us that nurturing our bond 

with local landscapes is 

essential to the survival 

of the natural world and 

key to our own health and 

happiness.”
—Michael P. Branch,  

author of Rants from the Hill  
and Raising Wild
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N A T U R E  W R I T I N G  /  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S T U D I E S

Ruminations on the practical and existential 
challenges of living an environmentally aware life

Out of the Woods
Seeing Nature in the Everyday

JULIA CORBETT

“This exceptional, eclectic book is the brave future of nature writing.”
—Richard Louv, author of The Nature Principle and Last Child in the Woods

Have you ever wondered about society’s desire to  
cultivate the perfect lawn, why we view some animals 
as “good” and some as “bad,” or even thought about 
the bits of nature inside everyday items—toothbrushes, 
cell phones, and coffee mugs? In this fresh and intro-
spective collection of essays, Julia Corbett examines 
nature in our lives with all of its ironies and contradic-
tions by seamlessly integrating personal narratives with 
morsels of highly digestible science and research. Each 
story delves into an overlooked aspect of our relation-

ship with nature—insects, garbage, backyards, noise, open doors, animals, 
and language—and how we cover our tracks.

With a keen sense of irony and humor and an awareness of the miracu-
lous in the mundane, Corbett recognizes the contradictions of contemporary 
life. She confronts the owner of a high-end market who insists on keeping 
his doors open in all temperatures, and takes us on a trip to a new mall with 
a replica of a trout stream that once flowed nearby. The phrase “out of the 
woods” guides us through layers of meaning to a contemplation of grief, 
remembrance, and resilience.

Out of the Woods leads to surprising insights into the products, prac-
tices, and phrases we take for granted in our everyday encounters with 
nature and encourages us all to consider how we might revalue or reimagine 
our relationships with nature in our everyday lives.

Julia Corbett is the author of two books and a professor in the Department of 
Communication and the Environmental Humanities Graduate Program at the 
University of Utah, in Salt Lake City. Her environmental nonfiction essays have 
been published in venues such as Orion, High Country News, and Camas. Corbett 
has also served as a newspaper reporter, park ranger, naturalist, natural resources 
information officer, and deputy press secretary. She summers in the mountains of 
western Wyoming in her cabin.

september
232 pages • 5.5 x 8.5 
paper 978-1-943859-87-0
e-book 978-1-943859-88-7
$17.95

Of related interest
Where the Sky Touched the Earth • Let There Be Night
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P O L I T I C A L  S C I E N C E  /  N E V A D A  H I S T O R Y

A dynamic study of Nevada government and 
politics from its inception down to the present day

The Sagebrush State,  
Fifth Edition

Nevada’s History, Government, and Politics
MICHAEL W. BOWERS

“This is a volume that would be a worthwhile addition  
to the bookshelf of anyone looking for a reliable reference 

work on Nevada government and politics.”
—Western Historical Quarterly

“This concise work explains how Nevada government actually  
works and how the area’s history has shaped its political culture.”

—Journal of the West

Nevada’s politics are in large measure the result of its turbulent history  
and harsh environment. Michael W. Bowers’s concise volume explains the 
dynamics of the political formation process, which is strikingly unique among 
the fifty states. Even today, Nevada is unlike the other states in its politics 
and culture: economically right, yet libertarian and home to widespread 
gaming and a 24/7 lifestyle. It has a high percentage of federally owned 
lands and one of the highest rates of urbanism in the United States, yet is 
often dominated by rural legislators.

This comprehensive and insightful explanation discusses how Nevada’s 
history has shaped its political culture, and how its government operates 
today. The Sagebrush State serves as a highly readable and accessible text 
for the study of Nevada’s political history and constitution, which is a gradu-
ation requirement at the state’s colleges and universities. The fifth edition is 
updated through 2017 and includes the full text of the state constitution with 
extensive annotations of all amendments to the original 1864 document.

Michael W. Bowers is professor of political science and public law, and former 
Senior Vice Provost for Academic Affairs and Executive Vice President and Provost, 
at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. He is the author of The Nevada Constitu-
tion: A Reference Guide and numerous academic articles on politics and law.

august
328 pages • 6 x 9 
paper 978-1-943859-74-0 
e-book 978-1-943859-75-7 
$32.95x
Wilbur S. Shepperson Series in Nevada History

Of related interest
Nevada • Nevada’s Great Recession
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M I N I N G  S T U D I E S  /  C U LT U R A L  S T U D I E S  /  W E S T E R N  H I S T O R Y

A significant examination of the key 
mining professionals who transformed 

the US-Mexico borderlands

Mining the Borderlands
Industry, Capital, and the Emergence of Engineers 

in the Southwest Territories, 1855-1910
SARAH E. M. GROSSMAN

“Grossman’s account of the professionalization of the mining engineer is 
a fascinating addition to the existing literature on the professionalization 
of work cultures in late nineteenth-century America . . . The book is well 
researched and well written and will be a worthy addition to the history 

of mining, the history of the American West, and the history of economic 
enterprise, especially as the latter pertains to risk assessment.”

—Carlos Schwantes, University of Missouri-St. Louis, 
coauthor of The West the Railroads Made

At the turn of the twentieth century, the US-Mexico border was home to 
some of the largest and most technologically advanced industrial copper 
mines. This despite being geographically, culturally, and financially far 
removed from traditional urban centers of power. Mining the Borderlands 
argues that this was only possible because of the emergence of mining 
engineers—a distinct technocratic class of professionals who connected 
capital, labor, and expertise. 

Mining engineers moved easily between remote mining camps and 
the upscale parlors of East Coast investors. Working as labor managers and 
technical experts, they were involved in the daily negotiations that brought 
private US capital to the southwestern border. The success of the massive 
capital-intensive mining ventures in the region depended on their ability 
to construct varied networks and serve as intermediaries to groups that 
rarely coincided. This didn’t just lead to bigger and more efficient mines, but 
served as part of the ongoing project of American territorial and economic 
expansion, explaining how American economic hegemony was established 
in a border region peripheral to the federal governments of both Washing-
ton, DC, and Mexico City.

Sarah E. M. Grossman is the editor of the Southeast Asia Program Publications 
imprint at Cornell University Press in Ithaca, NY. She received her PhD in US history 
from the University of New Mexico.

october
240 pages • 6 x 9 • 10 b/w photographs
cloth 978-1-943859-83-2
e-book 978-1-943859-84-9
$44.95s
Mining and Society Series 

Of related interest
The City That Ate Itself • Seeing Underground



C A T E G O R Y

“This book is a thorough 

yet easy-to-navigate 

summary of snowshoeing 

treks in the Lake Tahoe 

area. White zeroes in 

on every aspect of a 

successful snowshoe trek 

and deftly describes them 

for readers. It’s a work 

that should be mandatory 

for newbies and longtime 

Tahoe locals alike.”
—Benjamin Spillman,  

Reno Gazette-Journal
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N A T U R E  /  O U T D O O R S  /  G U I D E

M I K E  W H I T E

Outdoor  
Adventures  

for  
All Levels

50 of the 
Best Snowshoe 
Trails around 
Lake Tahoe

An accessible and scenic guide to Lake Tahoe’s 
unparalleled winter treks, summits, and views

50 of the Best Snowshoe Trails 
around Lake Tahoe

MIKE WHITE

Come winter, Lake Tahoe’s trails, mountains, and shores shed their hikers 
and transform under a white blanket of snow into a serene winter wonder-
land. With towering snowy vistas, frozen subalpine lakes, lofty summits,  
and beautiful tree canopies, Lake Tahoe is one of America’s favorite winter 
playgrounds—with some of the most beautiful and invigorating views in  
the world.

50 of the Best Snowshoe Trails around Lake Tahoe offers snowshoers 
of all levels a wide range of excursions—from flat and easy to steep and 
strenuous. It includes an immense variety of snowshoe routes, such as 
Mount Rose, Carson Pass, Emerald Bay, Fallen Leaf Lake, Highway 89, 
Truckee, and Donner Pass. Features include:

• Fifty distinct routes with directions to trailheads, detailed trip 
descriptions, and topographic maps

• Forty-five stunning photographs of popular trails, landscapes, and 
lake views

• Easy-to-read headings that provide key information on trail difficulty,  
distance, elevation, avalanche risk, facilities, managing agencies, 
highlights, lowlights, and more

• A wide range of outings for snowshoers of all abilities
• Recommendations on where to grab a hot drink, enjoy a hearty meal,  

or snuggle up for a cozy overnight stay
• Tips on everything from proper clothing and footwear to equipment 

checklists, pre-hike warm-ups, sanitation, dog-friendly trails, and 
permit requirements

Whether you are an amateur explorer or a winter adventure enthusiast, 
this comprehensive guidebook has everything you need to explore the 
winter playgrounds surrounding Lake Tahoe.

Mike White is a full-time writer and former community college instructor, and is 
a featured speaker for outdoor and conservation organizations. He has authored 
numerous outdoor hiking guides, including 50 of the Best Strolls, Walks, and 
Hikes around Reno, 50 Classic Hikes in Nevada, and Best Backpacking Trips in 
California and Nevada.

october
256 pages • 6 x 9 • 45 color photographs •  
55 maps
paper 978-1-943859-79-5
e-book 978-1-943859-80-1
$21.95

Of related interest
50 of the Best Strolls, Walks, and Hikes around Reno • 
Best Backpacking Trips in California and Nevada
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L I T E R A T U R E  /  C U LT U R A L  S T U D I E S  /  A M E R I C A N  W E S T

Literature, Culture,  
and Progressive Politics  
in the American West

LEFT
IN THE
WEST

e d i t e d  b y  G i o i a  W o o d s

An extensive exploration of the literary 
and cultural left in the American West

Left in the West
Literature, Culture, and Progressive 

Politics in the American West
Edited by GIOIA WOODS

“Left in the West offers a timely overview of the cultural production that emerged 
out of progressive social movements from the late nineteenth to the early twenty-

first century. Weaving together social and literary history with biographies and 
theory about the cultural Left in the American West, the contributors create 

a complicated and diverse portrait of politically engaged critical work.”
—Susan Kollin, Montana State University, editor of A 

History of Western American Literature

Gioia Woods and her contributors bring together histories, biographies, 
close readings, and theories about the literary and cultural left in the Ameri-
can West. Left in the West expands our understanding of what constitutes 
the literary left in the United States by including writers, artists, and move-
ments not typically considered within the traditional context of the literary 
left. In doing so, it provides a new understanding of the region’s place 
among global and political ideologies.

From the early nineteenth century to the present, a complex and 
varied body of literary and cultural production has emerged out of pro-
gressive social movements. While the literary left in the West shared many 
interests with other regional expressions—labor, class, anti-fascism, and 
anti-imperialism, the influence of Manifest Destiny—the distinct history of 
settler colonialism in western territories caused western leftists to develop 
concerns unique to the region.

Chapters in this volume cover artists and movements from suffragist writ-
ers to bohemian Californian photographers, civil rights activists to popular folk 
musicians, and Latinx memoirists to Native American experimental writers.

The unique consideration of the West as a sociopolitical region 
estab lishes a framework for political critique that moves beyond class conse-
quences, anti-fascism, and civil liberties, and into distinct western concerns 
such as Native American sovereignty, environmental exploitation, and the 
legacies of settler colonialism. 

Gioia Woods is professor of humanities at Northern Arizona University. She lives in 
Flagstaff, Arizona.

december
416 pages • 6 x 9 • 2 b/w photographs
paper 978-1-943859-92-4
e-book 978-1-943859-94-8
$34.95s

Of related interest
The End of Eden • Many Californias
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N A T I V E  A M E R I C A N  S T U D I E S  /  G A M B L I N G  S T U D I E S  /  C A L I F O R N I A

A comprehensive investigation into 
the growth of tribal gaming through 

the lens of settler colonialism

Cahuilla Nation Activism and 
the Tribal Casino Movement

THEODOR P. GORDON

“Cahuilla Nation Activism and the Tribal Casino Movement broadens the 
narrative about tribal gaming through its application of settler colonialism as an 
interpretive frame. This framework explicates why non-Natives misunderstand 

tribal sovereignty and tribal self-determination, and it illustrates methods 
Cahuilla activists past and present have employed to counter outdated 

assumptions about Native Americans. Gordon demonstrates that casino 
gaming represents only the most recent manifestation of Cahuilla cultural 

and political sovereignty and persistence, not the first, nor the last.”
—Laurie Arnold (Colville), Gonzaga University

In 1980, when the Cabazon Band first opened a small poker club on their 
Indian reservation in the isolated desert of California, they knew local 
authorities would challenge them. The Cabazon persisted and ultimately 
won, defeating the State of California in a landmark case before the 
Supreme Court. By fighting for their right to operate a poker club, the  
Cabazon secured the possibility for native nations across the United States 
to open casinos on their own reservations, spurring the growth of what is 
now a $30 billion industry.

Cahuilla Nation Activism and the Tribal Casino Movement tells the 
bigger story of how the Cahuilla nations—including the Cabazon—have used 
self-reliance and determination to maintain their culture and independence 
against threats past and present. From California’s first governor’s “war of 
extermination” against native peoples through today’s legal and political 
challenges, Gordon shows that successful responses have depended on the 
Cahuilla’s ability to challenge non-natives’ assumptions and misconceptions.

Theodor P. Gordon is a professor in the sociology department at the College of 
Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University. He lives in Saint Joseph, Minnesota.

november
256 pages • 6 x 9 • 9 b/w photographs 
cloth 978-1-943859-81-8 • $89.95s
paper 978-1-943859-93-1
e-book 978-1-943859-82-5
$32.95s
Gambling Series

Of related interest
The New Politics of Indian Gaming • Indian Gaming 
and the Law
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“In a tour de force of 
scholarship, fine writing, 
and multifaceted format, 
Crush describes the 
process of how California 
introduced wine to America 
and how wine helped 
to create contemporary 
California. With verve 
and amplitude, Briscoe 
evokes the alchemy 
through which wine—as 
agriculture, as vintners’ 
art, as connoisseurship in 
dialogue with advanced 
and popular taste alike—
helped define California 
as a regional civilization.”

—Kevin Starr,  
former professor of history and 

California State Librarian
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W I N E  /  C A L I F O R N I A  /  C U LT U R A L  H I S T O R Y

An engrossing account of how California wines 
ascended to the pinnacle of the wine world

Crush
The Triumph of California Wine

JOHN BRISCOE

“Crush is simply superb—both as history and story-telling. The 
Paris tasting and its aftermath was a transformative moment in 

California’s cultural history. This immensely readable book captures 
the excitement, the fun, and the astonishment of the event.”

—Dana Gioia, Poet Laureate of California

Look. Smell. Taste. Judge. Crush is the 200-year story of the heady dream 
that wines as good as the greatest of France could be made in California.  
A dream dashed four times in merciless succession until it was ultimately 
realized in a stunning blind tasting in Paris. In that tasting, in the year of 
America’s bicentennial, California wines took their place as the leading 
wines of the world.

For the first time, Briscoe tells the complete and dramatic story of the 
ascendancy of California wine in vivid detail. He also profiles the larger story 
of California itself by looking at it from an entirely innovative perspective, 
the state seen through its singular wine history. Elements of this history have 
plot lines that seem scripted from Sophocles or Shakespeare. It is a fusion  
of wine, personal histories, and the social and economic factors that led to 
the rise of the industry.

From the first harvest and vintage, through four overwhelming catas-
trophes, to its amazing triumph in Paris, Crush chronicles how wine from 
California finally gained its global due.

John Briscoe is a poet, author, and lawyer. He has published several books, 
including The Lost Poems of Cangjie and Tadich Grill: The Story of San Francisco’s 
Oldest Restaurant, and numerous academic articles on law and history. He is 
a distinguished fellow at the Law of the Sea Institute, University of California, 
Berkeley. He has served for twenty-three years on the advisory board of the  
MFA program in creative writing at St. Mary’s College of California, and currently 
serves as vice president of the San Francisco Museum and Historical Society, and 
as a board member of a number of other historical societies and organizations.

september
368 pages • 7 x 10 • 59 b/w photographs
cloth 978-1-943859-49-8
e-book 978-0-87417-715-2
$34.95

Of related interest
Salud! • A Short History of Sonoma
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starting with goodbye
A Daughter’s Memoir 

of Love after Loss
LISA ROMEO

“Lovely writing and startling 
insights into father-daughter bonds, 
identity, mortality, and the vagaries 

of love. A compelling memoir.”
—Christina Baker Kline, #1 

New York Times bestselling 
author of Orphan Train

paper 978-1-943859-68-9
e-book 978-1-943859-69-6

$19.95

across america and back 
Retracing My Great-Grandparents’ 

Remarkable Journey
MARY ANN HOOPER 

“With her humor and inquisitive 
spirit, Mary Ann Hooper proves 

that she is an earnest and 
likeable storyteller. Blending deep 

introspection with no-nonsense 
matter-of-fact commentary, Across 

America and Back is a story that 
both teaches and inspires.” 

—Melissa Cistaro, author of 
Pieces of My Mother: A Memoir

paper 978-1-943859-66-5
e-book 978-1-943859-67-2

$19.95

because i’d hate to 
Just disappear

My Cancer, My Self, Our Story 
DON HARDY, with HEATHER HARDY

”Brave, wise, surprisingly funny, 
this memoir, alive with intel-

lectual and spiritual questing, 
is an inspiring response of a 

husband and wife to mortality.” 
—Joe Bonomo, author of Field 

Recordings from the Inside

paper 978-1-943859-73-3
e-book 978-1-943859-76-4

$17.95

with distance in his eyes
The Environmental Life and 

Legacy of Stewart Udall
SCOTT RAYMOND EINBERGER

“The Washington DC headquarters 
of the Department of the Interior 
is named after Stewart Lee Udall. 

This excellent book by environ-
mental historian Scott Einberger 

explains why. . . . This is a relevant 
biographical study of a significant 

American environmentalist.”
—Foreword Reviews

cloth 978-1-943859-62-7
e-book 978-1-943859-63-4

$34.95

SPRING 2018 NEW RELEASES



unpress.nevada.edu  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N E V A D A  P R E S S     15

SPRING 2018 NEW RELEASES

The End of Eden
Agrarian Spaces and the Rise 
of the California Social Novel

TERRY BEERS

“The End of Eden is a wide reaching 
interdisciplinary approach focused on the 

time of the American conquest into the 
early Progressive era. Offering in-depth 

readings of four California social novels that 
address conflicts over space and power, 

the book is an original way to understand 
social protest and cultural upheaval during 

a time of rapid change in California.”
—Jan Goggans, University of California, Merced

cloth 978-1-943859-56-6
e-book 978-1-943859-57-3

$49.95s

Under the Western Sky
Essays on the Fiction and 

Music of Willy Vlautin
Edited by NEIL CAMPBELL

“Under the Western Sky makes a strong 
case for Vlautin as a resonant voice in a 

new kind of West a considerable distance 
from earlier regional mythologies. . . . Vlautin 

emerges as a literary son of Raymond 
Carver, but one who writes in his own voice 

and for whom music forms a profound 
and intimate complement to the fiction.”

—O. Alan Weltzien, University 
of Montana Western

paper 978-1-943859-58-0
e-book 978-1-943859-59-7

$34.95s

Peregrinations
Walking in American Literature

AMY T. HAMILTON

“With material ecocriticism and feminism 
as backbone of her methodological 

approach, Hamilton intricately explores 
walking as it functions in Native American, 
Chicanx, and Euroamerican literatures. . . . 
This incisive, beautifully-written book will 

be considered crucial to a growing and 
urgently important scholarship in American 

literary and material ecocritical studies.”
—Joni Adamson, professor of English and 
director of the Environmental Humanities 

Initiative, Arizona State University

cloth 978-1-943859-64-1
e-book 978-1-943859-65-8

$44.95s
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All In
The Spread of Gambling in 

Twentieth-Century United States
Edited by JONATHAN D. COHEN 

and DAVID G. SCHWARTZ

“All In pieces together a picture of how 
gambling became so widespread in the 

United States and the cultural, political, and 
economic consequences of this ubiquity.”
—Chloe Taft, author of From Steel to Slots: 
Casino Capitalism in the Postindustrial City

paper 978-1-943859-60-3
e-book 978-1-943859-61-0

$34.95s

Gambling Series

A History of 
Occupational 

Health and Safety
From 1905 to the Present
MICHELLE FOLLETTE TURK

“This well-documented and knowledgeable 
work spans an entire century of occupational 

safety and health in one fascinating 
and revealing corner of the American 

West: the greater Las Vegas area.”
—Christopher Sellers, director of the 
Center for the Study of Inequality and 

Social Justice at Stony Brook University

cloth 978-1-943859-70-2
e-book 978-1-943859-71-9

$44.95s

A Visitor’s Guide to the 
University of Nevada, 

Reno Arboretum
JAMES W. HULSE, CHERYLL 

GLOTFELTY, and ROD HAULENBEEK

“A delightful tree guide full of factual, 
historical, and important botanical 

information for those who just want to enjoy 
a stroll through the campus arboretum, 

and for those who study horticulture, plant 
science, and environmental resources.”

—Bill Carlos, M.S., horticulturist, manager of the 
Wilbur D. May Arboretum and Botanical Garden

paper 978-1-943859-32-0
e-book 978-1-943859-33-7

$14.95

SPRING 2018 NEW RELEASES
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NOW IN PAPERBACK

Landing in Las Vegas
Commercial Aviation and the Making of a Tourist City

DANIEL K. BUBB

“This book presents a case study exemplifying a dominant  
theme of the twentieth-century American West—the triumph 
of technology over nature, space, and time. No other book 
so clearly demonstrates the close historic ties between the 
commercial passenger aviation industry and the economic 
growth and vitality of Las Vegas in the broader context of 

aviation history and the history of the American West.”
—Daniel Rust, author of Flying Across America: 

The Airline Passenger Experience

paper 978-1-943859-89-4
e-book 978-0-87417-876-0

$32.95s

Possible Paradises
Basque Emigration to Latin America

JOSÉ MANUEL AZCONA PASTOR 
Foreword by WILLIAM A. DOUGLASS

“An excellent—and anecdotally detailed—description of the  
activities of Basque individuals in the colonization period 

of Latin America. . . . This publication will be especially 
useful to students of history and a must-read for beginning 

specialists in Basque involvement in Latin America.” 
—Journal of Contemporary European Studies

paper 978-1-943859-91-7
$35.95s
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ACCLAIMED FICTION

Abracadabra
A Novel

DAVID KRANES

“Sprightly yet elegant prose propels this first-rate  
debut mystery from Kranes . . . he treats the reader 

to a gritty, glossy, sometimes glamorous and always 
witty view of Las Vegas and its inhabitants.” 

—Publishers Weekly, starred review

paper 978-1-943859-44-3
e-book 978-0-87417-600-1

$19.95

The Whole of the Moon
A Novel

BRIAN ROGERS

“A single copy of The Great Gatsby begets another  
novel. . . . Over some 50 years it will be checked out and  
read by the main characters in this first novel. . . . Infused 

with subtle, evocative details, each story beautifully, 
quietly beats on against time’s current.”

—Kirkus Reviews

paper 978-1-943859-40-5
e-book 978-0-87417-596-7

$19.95



C A T E G O R Y

IN MEMORIAM  
LEONARD DOMINIC STEFANELLI

1934-2018

garbage
The Saga of a Boss Scavenger in San Francisco
LEONARD DOMINIC STEFANELLI

“His memoirs make a substantial contribution to the history  
of the Italian-dominated solid waste industry in a unique and 
challenging environment such as the city of San Francisco.”
— Silvio Manno, author of Charcoal and Blood: Italian Immigrants 

in Eureka, Nevada, and the Fish Creek Massacre

paper 978-1-943859-39-9
e-book 978-0-87417-559-2
$22.95

“Leonard Stefanelli filled a 
room with presence, and 
voice. If he’d gone into base-
ball, not garbage, he’d have 
been confused with Leo 
Durocher one moment,  
Yogi Berra the next. He 
could dress down like a 
Marine D. I., or make grown 
men blush with pride with 
over-the-top praise. He was 
a great friend to many, and 
strove all his life to bring 
to the men and women of 
the garbage business the 
dignity they had so long 
been denied. Our sorrow 
at his passing is softened 
somewhat by the great 
satisfaction he took in his 
just-published memoir.”

—John Briscoe
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WOMEN’S STUDIES: MEMOIR

Missing Persons
A Memoir

GAYLE GREENE

“Greene’s attempt to untangle her knotty 
family history (while dealing with a house 

crammed with its detritus) becomes a 
remarkable act of exorcism, reconstruction, 

and epiphany. Missing Persons’s mix of 
candor, humor, and wisdom will speak to 

anyone who has ever lost a loved one—as 
well as anyone who has a loved one to lose.”

—Jean Hegland, author of Into the Forest

paper 978-1-943859-46-7
e-book 978-0-87417-646-9

$22.95

Worthy
A Memoir

DENICE TURNER

2015 Foreword reviews’  
indieFab book award bronze 

winner in the Family and 
relationships category

paper 978-087417-968-2
e-book 978-0-87417-975-0

$21.95

Raw Edges
A Memoir

PHYLLIS BARBER

“Barber’s empathy and ability to articulate the 
emotions of divorce, loss, and struggle render 

her more than simply a regional or Mormon 
author, but an author of national scope.”

—Foreword Reviews

paper 978-0-87417-881-4
e-book 978-0-87417-808-1

$21.95
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WOMEN’S STUDIES

Changing the Game
Women at Work in Las 

Vegas, 1940-1990
JOANNE L. GOODWIN

“. . . a meticulous and respectful analysis 
of women workers, makes a notable 

contribution to women’s labor history. 
Goodwin has written a game changer.”

—Western Historical Quarterly

paper 978-0-87417-960-6
e-book 978-0-87417-961-3

$27.95s

Barbara F. Vucanovich
From Nevada to Congress, 

and Back Again 
BARBARA F. VUCANOVICH  

and PATRICIA D. CAFFERATA

“. . . an important Nevada narrative 
about a woman who came to Reno for 
a divorce, stayed because she fell in 

love with a man, and left a lasting mark 
because she fell in love with a state.”
—Nevada Historical Society Quarterly

paper 978-0-87417-943-9
e-book 978-0-87417-944-6

$24.95

Carol and John 
Steinbeck

Portrait of a Marriage
SUSAN SHILLINGLAW

“In this lively, absorbing biography, 
Shillinglaw describes John’s and Carol’s 

families, the impact of friends and travel, and 
the creative process that culminated in John’s 

writing. . . . Recommended for Steinbeck 
enthusiasts as well as readers interested 
in twentieth-century American novelists.”

—Library Journal

cloth 978-0-87417-930-9
e-book 978-0-87417-931-6

$34.95

From Nevada 
to Congress, 

and Back Again



BARBARA F. 
VUCANOVICH

BARBARA F. VUCANOVICH 
AND  PATRICIA D. CAFFERATA
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ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

The Powell Expedition
New Discoveries about John Wesley 

Powell’s 1869 River Journey
DON LAGO

“Lago examines many theories about the fate of three members of 
Powell’s expedition who left the river before the end of the journey 
and were never seen again. While the true fate of these explorers 

may never be known, there are enough leads in this account to 
entertain Colorado River rafters around campfires for years. Grand 

Canyon enthusiasts will find much to consider in this book.” 
—Library Journal

cloth ISBN 978-1-943859-43-6
e-book ISBN 978-0-87417-599-8

$39.95s

The City That Ate Itself
Butte, Montana and Its Expanding Berkeley Pit

BRIAN JAMES LEECH

“The City That Ate Itself brings together environmental history, 
labor history, social history, and history of technology in an 

entirely novel and highly compelling way. . . . The scholarship 
here is superb. Leech has immersed himself in both the primary 

and secondary material, and almost every page bristles with 
footnotes derived from entirely original archival research.” 

—Timothy J. LeCain, Montana State University

cloth ISBN 978-1-943859-42-9
e-book ISBN 978-0-87417-598-1

$39.95s

Mining and Society Series
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ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

The Baneberry Disaster
A Generation of Atomic Fallout

LARRY C. JOHNS, with ALAN R. JOHNS

“The Baneberry saga is a story that should be 
told, and Mr. Johns is the one to tell it.” 

—A. Costandina Titus, congresswoman and author of Bombs 
in the Backyard: Atomic Testing and American Politics

paper 978-1-943859-45-0
e-book 978-0-87417-638-4

$24.95s

Reimagining Environmental History
Ecological Memory in the Wake of Landscape Change

CHRISTIAN KNOELLER

“Through the plowing of grasslands, draining of wetlands, leveling 
of forests, and damming of rivers, the Midwest has suffered 
severe ecological losses. In prose charged with a passion for 

wildness, Christian Knoeller shows how writers who grew up in 
this battered region have been haunted by the loss, how they 
have turned to Native American cultures for wisdom about the 

human place in nature, and how they have sought to imagine ways 
of healing the land. This is a sobering and rewarding book.”
—Scott Russell Sanders, author of A Conservationist Manifesto

paper 978-1-943859-51-1
e-book 978-0-87417-604-9

$32.95s
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ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

TREE LINES
VA L E R I E  P.  C O H E N  & M I C H A E L  P.  C O H E N

Tree Lines
VALERIE P. COHEN and MICHAEL P. COHEN

“This truly unique and powerful book is the culmination of a lifetime 
of close observation, scholarship, and artistry. This is a significant 
contribution to the literature, not just of California, Nevada, and 
the Great Basin, but to the world, and particularly to the crucial 
intersection of art, humanities, science, and the environment.” 

―Jon Christensen,  
Institute of the Environment and Sustainability, UCLA

paper 978-1-943859-08-5
e-book 978-0-87417-464-9

$29.95

Gardeners of Eden
Rediscovering Our Importance to Nature

DAN DAGGETT

“Environmentalism’s biggest need isn’t for more activists, or even for 
more protected lands. It most needs new and better ideas. With this 

book Dan Daggett does more than just think outside the environmental 
box. He has torn up the old box and built us a new and improved one.”

—Ed Marston,  
former owner and publisher of the High Country News

paper 978-1-943859-35-1
e-book 978-1-943859-36-8

$32.95
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